Sociology Film Project

(Due May 17th)

For the final project you will create a documentary style film depicting a topic from sociology that is NOT based on material covered in class. This film will be shown in class at the end of term. It will include:
 Choice 1:
Chose an influential Sociologist, who has made a serious contribution to the theory of Sociology (Marx, St Simone, Spenser, Georg, Herbert Mead, Erving Goffman) but NOT one covered in class (you CANNOT do Durkheim, Weber, Thomas, Otto Pollack, Freda Adler)
· Give a quick life history.

· Identify and explain three major contributions/theories
· Give REAL, EASY TO UNDERSTAND examples of each of their theories
· Explain why you feel it is important for others to know about this person.

· Reflect on their theories and how the changed the face of Sociology
Choice 2: 

A sociological issue NOT COVERED IN CLASS (NOT racism, sexism, stratification, crime, and deviance) that you find to be the most important and influential:

- Cultural studies

- Institutions
- Internet

- Knowledge

- Military

- Political Sociology

- Religion

- Social Networks

- Urban Sociology

- Work and Industry





CONTENT
· Give a background
· Explain fundamentals of this aspect
· Discuss three theories that are important in this field of Sociology
· Give EASY TO UNDERSTAND examples of each of each theory
Guidelines:

1. Primary source pictures only (take the pictures yourselves!)
2. The film should be between 3-5 minutes, and MUST include all of the elements covered above.

3. No taking clips from existing films

4. There should be background music
5. Background music cannot be the same throughout the film…Change it

6. The film must be narrated
7. Transitions should be effective and smooth, they should not look odd, out of place or random
	
	Incomplete
	Developing
	Acceptable
	Accomplished
	Elaborated

	Voice Over

10%
	There are some technical problems (volume to high, too low) and/or presented as a slide show “here is a picture”.
	Voice over may distract rather than enhance the video quality. It is obvious that the script is not rehearsed.
	Video uses voice on at least three separate occasions with music in background.
	Voice over is used appropriately throughout the video. 
Script is well thought out and obviously rehearsed.
	Voice over is polished and adds a great deal to the product. 
Student used more than one voice (interviews others as well)

	Music & Sound  10%
(no music = 0)
	Technical problems (volume to high, too low).
Music is present but does not play due to lack of association.
	Video uses one (1) music file with no technical problems, though music used inappropriately (chooses songs that do not match images).
	With minor exceptions, all elements contribute rather than distracts from the videos overall effectiveness. 
	Video uses two (2) or more music files as well as voice effectively. Music is well chosen and adds to the mood of the product.
	Music is used in creative and effective ways that exploit the particular strength of video. Uses sound effects as well as music. All elements make a contribution. 

	Image Quality

10%
	Some pictures are of poor quality or have little to do with the story. 
	Red eye or other problems are not corrected. 
Variance in image quality distracts.
	Most images are of reasonable resolution and are appropriate. All images add to the message.
	Images are of high quality and are well chosen to convey the author’s message. Every image is essential to message.
	Images are of extremely high quality so all pans, zoom ins seem professional.  Images are powerful and thought provoking.

	Effects & transition
10%
	Uses zoom or pan ineffectively. Transitions are default.
	Uses zooms and pans effectively on occasion. At least one transition,
	Continually uses pans and zooms effectively. Transitions are cliché or poor.
	Pans and zooms are well thought out and add to message and/or mood. Transitions add to message.
	Use of pans and zooms is near professional. Transitions are imaginative and original.

	Content (25%)
	Student(s) demonstrates a confused or erroneous

understanding of the topic 
	Student(s) demonstrates poor grasp of the topic. 
Over generalized Wikipedia info. 
	Student(s) demonstrates 

appropriate understanding of topic but misses major aspects
	Student(s) demonstrates 

appropriate understanding of the 

topic. Some minor errors. 

	Student(s) demonstrates 

exceptional understanding of the 

topic throughout presentation. Very few errors.

	Analysis
25%
	Student(s) does not demonstrate 

Understanding of sociological history or aspects. 
	Primarily 

presents information and does not 

demonstrate much greater 

understanding. Limited analysis.  
	Student(s) attempted to apply a 

theoretical perspective. (16-12)


	Clear understanding of sociology. 

Perspective analysis is adequate.

Understanding goes beyond presenting information. Satisfactory analysis. 
	Demonstrates a advanced grasp of

sociology. Analysis is sophisticated and convincing.

Understanding goes well beyond presenting information. 

	Bibliography

10% in form of credits
	Evidence of research is minimal. 

Questionable  and/or erroneous use of sources.

URL only
	Questionable resources, somewhat

related to topic,

Complies with MLA or APA
format but has several errors
	Evidence of research is tertiary and

Superficial (Wikipedia).

May include minor format errors.
	Presents evidence of thorough and current research. 
Bibliography of at least 4 sources.

MLA format with 

minor errors
	Format is error free. 
Effectively 

presents evidence of thorough, current and varied research


