
What are literature circles?

● Four students choose same book and work together

● Different groups read different books 

● Students meet to discuss their readings two or three times a week 

● Students write down notes for discussion based on roles 

● Discussion come from the students

● Group meetings are open and involve natural conversations about books (like a book club) 

● Students rotate roles each week

● Evaluation by teacher observation (talk competency) and student self-evaluation

● When books complete, students share with their classmates in presentation (Web site).
 



Roles
● Discussion Director
● Connector
● Summarizer
● Investigator 



Summarizer

Summarize the section of the book you are reading this week. 
For top grades, look for themes as well as plot. Themes are the 
message the author is trying to get across - the “moral of the 
story.

Over the next three weeks the different summarizers should find 
at least one theme each, provide proof in the form of quotes or 
paraphrase and explain how that theme is part of the universal 
experience (similar to Response essay but not as long)



Summarizer Rubric

Criteria Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5
 
 
FInds 
Themes

 
Offers 
confusing or 
erroneous 
(wrong) 
summary of the 
story
 

 
Summarizes in 
point form (no 
paragraphs)

 
Summarizes 
generally but 
explained 
simplistically

 
Summarizes AND 
offers thoughtful 
Themes supported 
with details from the 
text (uses quotes)

 
Detailed 
summary and 
offers perceptive 
themes 
supported by 
quotes with 
references to 
larger issues 
outside the text. 
 

 
Language/
organization

 
Little or no 
editing in 
evidence.
 

 
Serious errors 
impede 
meaning.

 
Errors remain 
that require 
attention

 
Error occur that call 
for better editing 
strategies. 
 

 
Occasional minor 
errors occur.



Connector

Find significant passage's) and relate to real life, 
other books, movies or TV shows. The connections 
might relate to the student themselves or perhaps to 
something else.* 

N.B. Connections should be based on THEMES or 
TECHNIQUES, not basic plot (“It’s about a dog and 
I read another book about a dog””).



Connector

* All criterion in the rubric are subsumed – 
that is you cannot “skip” a level and 
expect that going to the highest level first 
exempts you from a level

Criteria Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5
 
 
Makes 
connections

 
Makes unrelated 
illogical or 
baseless 
connection to 
the text
 

 
Makes simple 
or obvious 
connections 
to self.

 
Makes logical 
connections to 
other texts.

 
Makes thoughtful and 
elaborate THEMATIC 
connections 
supported with details 
from the text (uses 
quotes)

 
Makes perceptive, 
at time profound 
connections with 
references to larger 
issues outside the 
text. 
Exemplary 

 
Language/
organization

 
Little or no 
editing in 
evidence.
 

 
Serious 
errors 
impede 
meaning.

 
Errors remain 
that require 
attention

 
Error occur that call 
for better editing 
strategies. 
 

 
Occasional minor 
errors occur.



Example of a Connection
The Giver is the story of a utopian society that does whatever it needs to hang to their idea of a 
perfect environment. The novel follows the coming of age tale of a protagonist, Jonas, who 
struggles to come to terms with the ways of his community. Jonas is given the special role of being 
the Receiver of his community. The job of the Receiver means he is now responsible for carrying 
with him all the memories of the past so as to protect his family, friends, and way of life from being 
diverted from sameness. 
There is much of Jonas’ world that contributes to an ideal sense of belonging, safety, and, 
ultimately, a sense of community. Lois Lowry depicts a utopian society where there are no 
emotions and no opportunity for choice in individuality. In controlling the town’s emotions through 
pills for the stirrings and pain, meal-time dream discussion sessions, consistent family-forming 
patterns/rules, and a complete lack of or, rather, the inability to lie, permits this society to embrace 
these traditions, though they really know no better, and gain a real taste for a stable life 
environment where everyone has a specific role tailored to what limited and ‘varied’ talents people 
have. 
The movie The Village is extremely representative of this book. In this instance a group of more-
or-less well-to-do people join together after having unbearably painful tragedy strike in their lives 
and decide to create their own utopian society where the violence of the world cannot touch them. 
Like Lowry’s novel, the film starts of and the sense of ‘another society’ is not mentioned. The 
movie’s case simply depicts an old-fashioned type village run by elders who decide things 
(coincidently the originators of the society as we find out later on in the film) and a townsfolk fearful 
of leaving the land and thus, entering the forest.
The sense of community is strong throughout this film. Every person is understanding of each 
other and each has a role within the community. Although this society still employs emotions and 
the technology used is more backwards than that of The Giver, the strong bonds of honesty and 
trust within a group is something that is seen in both texts. 

●In the book, Jonas could have gone his whole life without questioning his village’s ways of life had 
he not received emotion from the Giver. In the same view, Ivy Walker would never have 
questioned her society had she not been faced with the inevitably heartbreaking emotion brought 
upon by the possibility of the death of her fiancé and shaken her belief-system to the core. While 
Jonas chooses to Release himself and Gabriel from the town and the memories back to the town 
to stand up against the society that no longer stands to provide a sense of belonging, safety, and 
community for him, Ivy Walker goes against tradition and ventures out to the forest into the 
unknown so as to get her sense of belonging, safety, and community back. Both Lowry’s novel 
and the film set out to prove the importance of the perfect community but also of the faults it 
contains and the value of standing up to it when it no longer fits perfectly.
●Protecting his neighbourhood from emotional and possible physical pain comes with a price and 
Jonas suffers a great amount to bear the load that his community had long ago decided to rid 
themselves of. This utilitarian concept is an important one as it makes the society what it is. The 
fact that Jonas must bear all for the greater good of his society, because the ends justify the 
means, demonstrates exactly how utilitarian their values are.
●The real-life connection to Lowry’s novel, as seen with the Amish community, is an example of 
how a community with solid ideals can follow rules that suit to fit the needs of a whole group rather 
than that of individuals. Within this community, as it is with Jonas’ world, the ‘for the greater good’ 
ideal is representative of the utilitarian nature of both groups. 
● It is understandable for Jonas’ world to be appealing in nature. What this community brings 
is something that our world has long ago forgotten. The honesty and importance of co-operation 
within a society has been lost within the pages of history books but the emotionless and utilitarian 
component of the Giver’s world, and that of many other utopian societies, is enough to cause 
anyone to shy away from this ideology.



Investigator

● Student finds historical, geographical, cultural 
or other information that would help readers 
understand the novel. Researches and then 
brings work to class for group circle. Can 
include maps, images and/or information to be 
explained by the Investigator.

● N.B. Do NOT investigate the author or reviews. 
The idea is to help group understand the basic 
plot better by clarifying setting, time, mood, 
historical context, etc.

 



Investigator



Many aspects of the conflict in Iran were explained in the graphic novel Persepolis. All the events young Marjane talks 
about were very intriguing and I decided to research more in depth a few aspects of what happened in the country more 
than twenty years ago and are still going on today.  I wanted to learn more about the background of the Islamic revolution 
in Iran and who were the leaders of the revolution, the Ayatollahs. 
During the revolution, the Islamic revolutionaries took control of the government and they obliged Islamic fundamentalism. 
Marjane was deeply troubled by these new rules. It was a big change for her to see all her world upside down. Her 
parents were very modern and acceptant and when she was forced to wear the veil it was a shock for her. She was also 
troubled to see some neighbours being very respectful of fundamentalism. Donna M. Hughes a professor in women 
studies at the University of Rhode Island describe the fundamentalist revolution in Iran as being “the most misogynous 
theocracy in the world”. In some ways, Marjane was lucky to have modern parents who did not believe in fundamentalism. 
Many girls did not have this chance. Girls had less access to school because fundamentalism proved girls as being less 
intelligent than boys. The government lower the legal age of marriage to around 9 years old. Apparently, women were 
brought on earth to be mothers and good wives. When a young virgin girl was sentenced to death, police officers and 
prison guardians would rape her, so her soul could never get to paradise because she was guilty of treason. Because it is 
a university website, the information on it is reliable. 
The foundation of Iranian studies provides a timeline of the revolution from the start in 1979, to 2009. It shows how 
women fought for their rights but the government was too strong and would always pass new laws to reduce their rights. 
Over the years, many activities became gender segregated, for example, universities. Women were prohibited to study in 
fields in which they would be in contact with men.  This foundation is a non-profit organisation set in place to inform 
people about the heritage and story of Iran. It is a reliable source since it is registered under the laws of the states of New 
York and Maryland and any contributions follow a certain guideline and the organization is non-partisan and non-political.
Some of the key people in the revolution were the Ayatollahs. They were Islamic revolutionaries. The Ayatollahs were 
responsible for the overthrown of the dictatorship of the shah, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, in 1979. They were the ones 
who believed in fundamentalism. They are responsible for the decreased in women’s rights and believed westernization 
was a problem for Iran. The Ayatollahs wanted to rid Iran of western style dictatorship to replace it with an Islamic 
dictatorship. One of main Ayatollah responsible for the Islamic revolution, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, is still alive today and it 
was said in a 2013 article of the renown British paper, The Guardian, that he was refusing to confess he was preparing 
Iran to use Nuclear weapons, but would not hesitate to build one if need arise. Clearly, this Iran leader is not ready to 
make peace with the western world and is probably still not ready to face changes in his country. The Ayatollahs are the 
spiritual chiefs of Islam. Even though the Iranian population thought the Shah was responsible for the fire at the Rex 
cinema in 1978 (it killed 422 people). The event was probably perpetrated by fundamentalists who wanted to accuse the 
Shah. The Ayatollahs in some ways are responsible for such decisions because they are the leader of the revolution. 

Hughes, D.M. (1996). Women’s Leadership on Resistance to Fundamentalism in Iran. Women’s Studies International 
Forum, 19(6). Retrieved from http://www.uri.edu/artsci/wms/hughes/leadership.htm
Foundation for Iranian studies.(2009). Iranian Women and the Islamic republic: a chronology. Retrieved from http://fis-
iran.org/en/women/milestones/post-revolution
Staff and agencies. (2013, 02 16). Iran's Ayatollah Khamenei denies wanting to develop nuclear weapons. The Guardian. 
Retrieved from  http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/ayatollah-ali-khamenei
 

http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohammad_Reza_Pahlavi
http://www.uri.edu/artsci/wms/hughes/leadership.htm
http://fis-iran.org/en/women/milestones/post-revolution
http://fis-iran.org/en/women/milestones/post-revolution
http://fis-iran.org/en/women/milestones/post-revolution
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/ayatollah-ali-khamenei


Discussion Director

● Student writes questions so the group 
can discuss the section of the novel for 
that meeting. They should be promote 
conversation about the book. Questions 
are open-ended: The better the question, 
the more discussion (e.g. “what passage 
could have been taken out to totally 
change the book?” or “What was so-and-
so’s motivation to . . .”



Discussion Director



10-15 Questions (you don’t have to provide answers 
rather JUSTIFICATION for what the answer to that 
question will give your group) Example:

1) What aspects does the story explore about teens and how could this be relevant to teenagers today?
 
This story reflects on a number of important issues that teens are faced with in their lives today. Firstly, it discusses 
the difficulty many teenagers have in order to “fit in,” whether it is society or a certain group. So many children wind 
up feeling like “outsiders” while growing up. The novel explores violence, poverty and death, which adolescents of 
today are definitely exposed to as well.  Getting a solid education is stressed in this novel, as Ponyboy witnesses 
the importance of staying in school in order not to end up like the other members of his crew. Gangs and gang 
fighting are also prevalent today. The differences in social classes still exist, as it did in 1967 when The Outsiders 
was first published, as the “haves and have nots” are still around. Most teenagers in today’s society face some of 
these conflicts, as growing up can be quite difficult. 
 
2) Why is the novel called “The Outsiders”? 
 
The book is titled The Outsiders because Ponyboy and his friends are different from the other groups. They are 
poor, and most of them do not attend school. They do not have money for cars and jewelry like the other groups 
have. They feel as though they do not belong, that they are like “outsiders.” Also, once Johnny passes away, they 
do not have anyone to protect. Consequently, they no longer feel as though they have a purpose. They are now 
the outsiders. 
 
3) How do femininity and masculinity play a role in this novel?
 
Male Greasers and male Socs were always the violent ones, fighting with their rival group, which eventually led to 
the death of a member of the Socs. In the beginning of the story, we see Ponyboy mingle with some of the female 
Soc members and everything is peaceful, until the male Socs decide to show up. Once the males are there, the 
anger between the two groups is evident. Therefore, the males equal violence and the females equal peace. 
 





Archetypes

(A Jungian primer that surprisingly 
ties into YA novels)



The Shadow, the opposite of the ego image, often 
containing qualities that the ego does not identify with 

but possesses nonetheless
(Shows up in your nightmares – it’s you)

part of the unconscious mind consisting of repressed weaknesses, 
shortcomings, and instincts. This is the Self-versus-self form of conflict. 



The Anima, the feminine image in a man's psyche; 

or:



The Animus, the masculine image in a woman's psyche



The Persona, what we present to the world 
(acts like a mask)



Find examples of each in the novels we 
covered



Others

The Child
The Warrior/Hero
The Great Mother
The Wise old man

The Trickster or Fox



The Child

Proto-typical 
protagonist in 
YA novels



The Warrior/Hero

Usually the child transforms into the hero through a 
series of trails and tribulations (plot)



The Great Mother



Old Wise Man

   This type of character is typically represented as 
a kind and wise, older father-type figure who 
uses personal knowledge of people and the 
world to help tell stories and offer guidance that, 
in a mystical way, may impress upon his 
audience a sense of who they are and who they 
might become (find examples from texts)



TRICKSTER

   In mythology, and in the study of folklore and 
religion, a trickster is a god, goddess, spirit, 
man, woman, or anthropomorphic animal who 
plays tricks or otherwise disobeys normal rules 
and conventional behavior



Different versions

• Norse mythology     Loki
• Greek Mythology     Hermes
• Egyptian mythology Set
• Aztec mythology      Huehuecoyotl
• Ohlone mythology   Coyote
• African mythology    Anansi



THE OUTLAW/DESTROYER

The Outlaw/Destroyer embodies 
repressed rage about structures that no 

longer serve life even when these 
structures still are supported by 

society or by our conscious choices. 


